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WELCOME TO HANOVER TOWNSHIP

What European settlers' first saw when they looked upon the land that now comprises Hanover
Township, Northampton County, was a watersparse wilderness covered with scruboaks. It is hardly
surprising, therefore, that they called it "The Barrens"” or "The Dry Lands". By the early nineteenth
century, however, Pennsylvania Dutch farmers had turned the area into some of the most fertile
farmland in the state.

Originally, the Township was part of 23,000 acres which formed John and Richard Penn's "Manor
of Fermor". In 1747, it became part of Allen Township, which was comprised of what are now
Allen, East Allen, and the two Hanover Townships. Hanover Township was officially incorporated
as a separate entity on August 8, 1798.

The Township acquired its present boundaries in 1812 when Lehigh County was created. At that
time, Hanover was split into two separate townships with approximately one-third of the land and
one-half of the population remaining in Northampton County.

Farming predominated Township life throughout the nineteenth century and into the twentieth.
During that time, development centered around the village of Hanoverville in the east and
Schoenersville in the west. Each had a tavern, a store, a post office, and a handful of dwellings.
Power for grist and sawmills and a brewery was provided by the Township's only stream, the
Monocacy, which flows along the southeastern boundary.

Until 1956, three one-room schools were the locations for the education of Township children.
Schortz School, the oldest of the three, is located on Jacksonville Road, across from the present
Hanover Elementary School. Knauss School stands in the northeastern section of the Township on
Hanoverville Road. The third school, Rudolph, was located on Jacksonville Road near the
Schoenersville Road intersection and now houses a beverage distributorship. In 1965, nine years
after the opening of Hanover Elementary School, Hanover Township joined with three other local
townships and the City of Bethlehem to form the Bethlehem Area School District. A second
elementary school, Asa Packer, was built at the western end of Stoke Park Road in 1967.

Population growth in the Township remained slow and steady until the 1920's when the trend
toward suburbanization began. Hanover's population doubled between 1950 and 1960 and nearly
tripled in the decade that followed. The 1990 Census showed 7,136 individuals living in the
Township. During the next 10 years the population increased by 34% with the 2000 Census showing
9,563 residents.

Hanover Township today is a residential community with excellent recreation facilities, highlighted
by the Hanover Township Community Center which opened in November of 1996. The township is
located northwest of the City of Bethlehem allowing easy access to urban facilities. Well-planned
employment districts are currently being developed, which will allow employment opportunities
within the Township.

Hanover Township is a Second Class Township under the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning
Code and is governed by a five-member Board of Supervisors. The Township Manager is
responsible for the day-to-day operations of the township. Fire protection is provided by the
Hanover Township Volunteer Fire Company #1 and police protection is handled by the Colonial
Regional Police Department.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

We hope that you will find this information packet helpful as you move into our Township and get
adjusted to a new area. Below are numbers and general information that you will most likely need
in the future. Please keep this handbook in a convenient spot for easy reference.

Township Numbers

Hanover Township Administration Building 610.866.1140

Colonial Regional Police Department Non-Emergency Line 610.861.4820

Hanover Township Volunteer Fire Company #1 610.867.2103

Post Office

Bethlehem Township — U.S. Post Office (South Commerce Way) 610.882.3200

Local Hospitals

Lehigh Valley — Muhlenberg 610.402.8000

St. Luke’s 610.954.4000

Newspapers

The Bethlehem Press 610.625.2121

The Express-Times 610.258.7171

The Morning Call 610.820.6500

Northampton County Numbers

Northampton County Court House 610.559.3000

\oter Registration 610.559.3055

Library

Bethlehem Area Public Library 610.867.3761

Electric Company

PPL 800.342.5775

Gas Company

UGl 610.866.0951

Cable TV

RCN 610.443.2900

Service 610.865.9100

Real Estate Tax Information

Berkheimer 610.599.3143 or 866.300.1714
Waste & Recycling

Hanover Township has a single Waste Hauler that is responsible for both trash & recycling. This service is billed
separately from your tax bill in January of each year. Residents who move out of the Township should have the fee
adjusted at closing. Recycling is Mandatory in Pennsylvania & Hanover Township. Recycling containers are
available at the Township Administration Building for a nominal charge.

J. P. Mascaro | 1.800.333.4624

Elected Officials

State Representative Craig Dally 610.746.2100

State Senator Pat Browne 610.821.8468

Congressman Charlie Dent 610.861.9734

Senator Arlen Spector 610.434.1444

Senator Bob Casey 717.231.7540
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School District

Bethlehem Area School District 610.861.0500
Places of Worship

Advent Moravian Church 610.868.0477
Brith Sholom 610.866.8009
Christ United Church of Christ 610.264.9325
Hindu Temple Society 610.264.2810
Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church 610.867.6231
Lehigh Valley Friends Meeting House 610.691.3411
Lehigh Valley Grace Brethren Church 610.868.0004
Notre Dame of Bethlehem Roman Catholic Church (Bethlehem City) 610.866.4371
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic (Bath) 610.837.7874
Local Organizations

Lions Club 610.865.5440
Red Hats Society 610.317.0801

MUNICIPAL SERVICES

The Township Administration Building is open Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Township Administration Building
3630 Jacksonville Road
Bethlehem, PA 18017-9302
610.866.1140

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT

Board of Supervisors

John N. Diacogiannis, Chairman
Glenn R. Walbert, Vice Chairman
John D. Nagle

Stephen R. Salvesen

Mark J. Tanczos
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MEETING SCHEDULES:

Most meetings are held at the Township building in the meeting room and all are open to the public.
Please come and attend to learn more about the workings of the Township. Any resident interested in
joining one of the Boards or Commissions should write to the Board of Supervisors stating their interest
and qualifications. Appointments are made as vacancies occur.

The Board of Supervisors meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays of every month at 7:30 P.M. for
regular meetings. Please check our website for details at www.hanovertwp-nc.org.

The Planning Commission meets on the first Monday of each month, except for the month September
when they meet on the second Monday at 7:30 P.M.

The Recreation Advisory Board meets on the second Thursday of each month at 7:30 P.M.
The Zoning Hearing Board meets on the fourth Thursday of the month, when required, at 7:00 P.M.

The Shade Tree Commission meets on the last Monday of each month, except for the months of May
and December which will be announced, at 6:30 P.M.

The Airport Advisory Committee meets on the third Thursday of each month at 7:30 P.M.
The Special Events Committee meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 P.M.

2008 TAX INFORMATION:

Township Tax:

General Fund 3.40 mills
Fire Tax Fund .50 mills
Total Millage: 3.90 mills
School Tax: 39.58 mills
County Tax: 10.80 mills

A 1% earned income tax is also collected. There is also a local services tax of $52.00 that is collected
from every person working in the Township and making over $12,000 per year.

PARKS AND RECREATION:

Hanover Township has a lot of activities to offer its residents either through municipal services or
private enterprise. Hanover Township has 10 dedicated parks that include varying play equipment,
tennis and basketball courts, and baseball and soccer fields. The Township is especially proud of its
parks, Community Center and outdoor swimming pool (refer to the enclosed listing of Township parks).

Residents can also enjoy activities sponsored by the Township Special Events Committee: Ready to
Read, Sousa Concert, Hanover Township Community Fair, Crime Watch/National Night Out Party,
Patriot Day and Flag Retirement Ceremony, Halloween Parade and Community Celebration, and
Hanover Tree Lighting Ceremony with Weenie/Marshmallow Roast.
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IMPORTANT ORDINANCES AND PERMITS:

The Following ordinances and permit requirements are important to know:

A Use and Occupancy permit is required before new owners or tenants may occupy any
residential, commercial or industrial property.
Street numbers, at least 4 inches high and in a contrasting color to your background paint, must
be prominently displayed on every property.
Permits are required for all building construction including new homes, alterations and additions
to existing homes, basements, sheds, fences, patios, porches and swimming pools.
Snow, sleet and freezing rain must be cleared from sidewalks within 12 hours after snow, sleet
and freezing rain stops falling. Following a snow accumulation of 3 inches or more, parking on
streets is prohibited until streets have been completely plowed.  Snow Emergencies are
announced on WAEB Radio (790 AM) and WFMZ (TV 69).
The Township road crew collects leaves from residential properties between Mid-October and
the first week of December, weather permitting. Leaves should be raked to the street for
collection. You can choose to bag them and the road crew will empty the bags and remove the
leaves.  The Township is divided into three sections and each section is completed prior to
starting the process over. There is no need to call and schedule leaf removal.
Residents must license dogs over 6 months of age. Licenses can be purchased at the courthouse
or through local auto tag offices. Dogs must be under control at all times and must not be
allowed to run at large. Fines are administered to those who do not curb or clean up after their
dog.
Open burning is not allowed in the Township.
If your home has sprinklers and you have questions, please call the Fire Marshall at
610.868.1723.
Recycling is required by law. The following items must be recycled and commingled as
follows:

- Aluminum, tin and steel cans

- Clear, green or brown glass jars and bottles

- Plastic bottles marked with a #1 or #2

- Newspapers, magazines and phone books. Place in a brown paper bag or tie.

- Junk mail, home/office paper, etc. Be sure to shred all personal information. Place in a

brown paper bag.
- Contact our waste hauler for larger items.

NOTICE:
Any future construction, alterations or change of use, other than storage, will require a building permit
by the Township. Any further questions, call 610.866.1140, Extension 226.

WEBSITE:

Please visit the Hanover Township official website at www.hanovertwp-nc.org for more Township
information.

HANOVER TOWNSHIP VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY AND AMBULANCE CORP:

The Hanover Township Volunteer Fire Company and Ambulance Corps need your support — in both
time and money. Volunteer today and join a family of dedicated emergency personnel who make a
difference in the lives of those around them. Please visit our website at www.htvfc.org for more
information on the Fire Company.
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RESIDENTIAL PERMITS

This publication provides general information regarding permit requirements for various residential
construction and maintenance activities. The Township may regulate work even if a permit is not
necessary. Some of those requirements have been included. The adopted code for Hanover Township
is the 2006 International Residential Code. This code is amended by ordinance. Copies are available at
the Township office. Please call if you have questions.

ADMINISTRATIVE — BUILDING PERMIT AND PLAN REVIEW FEES:

Permit fees are imposed to cover the operation of the code enforcement department. The services
provided for your permit fee include comprehensive plan review (including amended plans), thorough
inspections and processing of all legal documents. As our fee schedule varies depending on the nature
of work being performed, please stop by our office to pick up the most current copy.

ADMINISTRATIVE - PLUMBER REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS:

All persons undertaking work which requires a plumbing permit are required to have a currently valid
Master Plumbers License.

AIR CONDITIONER REPLACEMENT:

Air conditioners (except window air conditioners) require a permit.

Repair does not require a permit (including condenser replacement). If the demand for the unit is
greater than the old unit, conductor sizes may need to be increased. A means to disconnect power is
required within sight of the unit.

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE — (DETACHED) GARAGES, CARPORTS, GAZEBOS AND
GREENHOUSES, etc.:

A building permit is required for accessory structures. It must be compatible with residential
construction and shall comply with zoning setbacks.

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE — (DETACHED) SHEDS:

A storage shed shall not exceed 120 square feet in area and 9 feet in height and requires a zoning
permit.

A permit is required for any electrical or plumbing installation in an accessory structure.

ALARM/SECURITY SYSTEM:

Registration of burglar alarms is required by Hanover Township. This will enable the police
department or fire company to reach an emergency contact if you are away from your home. A permit
is required to register your alarm system. Low-voltage wiring (less than 12 volts) does not require a
permit.
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ADDITION — RESIDENTIAL:

A permit is required. The addition of a building area to a dwelling requires a permit regardless of the
area. Replacement of a deck or porch also requires a permit.

BASEMENT FINISH:

A permit is required. Permits are required to install walls or framing to finish a basement. A handout is
available which describes special plumbing, mechanical, electrical, framing and insulation requirements
for basement finishes.

CABINET INSTALLATION/REPLACEMENT:

An electrical or plumbing modification associated with cabinet replacement requires a permit. No
permit is required for cabinets and shelves which are not structural and generally are treated similarly to
furniture.

DECKS:
A permit is required. New decks or replacement of existing decks (regardless of the height above
grade) and balconies require a permit to verify setbacks from property lines and structural stability. A

handout showing comprehensive requirements is available. (See also Porches.)

DEMOLITION PERMITS:

Complete demolition needs a completed application, site plan, photographs, and proof that all utilities
have been turned off. Partial demolition (i.e. wall removal) requires plans to be submitted to the
Building Department for review.

Demolition for underground fuel tank/storage tank requires the following for a permit:

a. State license (PA DEP) to remove tank

b. Tank removal permit application

C. Tanks to be continually vented during extraction process

d. Soil evaluation must be submitted for review within 2 weeks of completion.

DISHWASHER - NEW AND REPLACEMENT:

No permit is required to replace an existing dishwasher. A permit is required for new installation. New
installation requires a separate circuit (can be combined with garbage disposal circuit). If a new branch
circuit is installed, an electrical permit is required. Dishwashers and disposals are to be on a separate
circuit from the two required counter top small appliance circuits.

DRIVEWAYS AND DRIVE APPROACH REPLACEMENT:

A permit is required if the area of the driveway is to be increased, or the layout changes, or if driveway
is excavated and materials are removed to install new driveway.

No permit is required to resurface a driveway. A drive shall be 5 feet from a property boundary line
and shall be a maximum of 20 feet wide at the road right-of-way line.
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DWELLING - NEW:

A permit is required for new dwellings. Plans sealed by a licensed Pennsylvania architect or engineer
must be submitted and reviewed in advance of permit issuance. Handouts are provided as a guide to the
requirements for new dwellings.

ELECTRICAL LOW VOLTAGE WIRING:

No permit is required. Low voltage wiring in plenums and return air spaces must meet the applicable
flame spread requirements for plenums in the mechanical code. This would also apply to controllers for
lawn sprinkler systems and alarm systems.

ELECTRICAL SERVICE UPGRADE:

A permit is required for electrical service upgrades.

ELECTRICAL PORTABLE GENERATOR:

No permit is required except for a generator that is directly wired to the building’s main electrical
system. A transfer switch is required.

ELECTRICAL MISCELLANEOUS REPAIR/REPLACEMENT:

New branch circuits or extension of branch circuits or placing additional fixtures or receptacles on an
existing circuit require a permit.

Replacement of receptacles on light fixtures is considered repair and does not require a permit.
FENCE:

New residential fences require issuance of a permit. No permit is required if the existing fence is being
replaced in kind. This would be considered a repair. (See fence permits handout.)

FENCE - ELECTRIC:

No permit is required if using off-the-shelf, step-down transformers that plug into a standard receptacle.

FENCE — ELECTRONIC (INVISIBLE FENCE):

No permit is required. Fence must be located entirely on the owner’s property.

FLATWORK ON PRIVATE PROPERTY - SIDEWALKS, CONCRETE PATIO, ETC.:

A zoning permit is required. Setback and impervious coverage areas vary between and within zoning
districts. Please call the Zoning Department for further information.
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FOUNDATION REPAIR:

Wall replacement on the addition of structural columns on bulkhead requires a permit and an
engineered design (sealed plan). No permit is required for maintenance and repair, i.e., epoxy injection.

FURNACE REPLACEMENT:

A permit is required. Many new furnaces and hot water heaters have venting systems, which are fan-
assisted and are high efficiency. The existing venting system may not be adequately designed for the
new system. Repair does not require a permit (including fan replacement).

GARAGE DOOR OPENER:

No permit is required. Cord and plug-connected equipment does not require a permit.

GAS LINE (INSIDE A BUILDING) — INSTALLATION/REPLACEMENT:

A permit is required. To assure gas line installations and replacement are of approved materials and
free of leaks, a permit is required. Copper gas lines are permitted if the copper is listed as gas pipe
(minimum Type K or L, identified continuously on each pipe). Pressure test mercury gauge to 10
inches.

GAS LINE (OUTSIDE A BUILDING) — INSTALLATION/REPLACEMENT:

No permit is required with this exception: The line from the house to the meter (service line) is the
responsibility of the utility company. Lines from the house to gaslights, cookers, or other accessory
structures (yard lines) would be covered by the building code and require a permit.

GARBAGE DISPOSAL — NEW/REPLACEMENT:

No permit is required for replacing a garbage disposal. A permit is required if it is a new installation
which requires a separate circuit (can be combined with dishwasher circuit). If a new branch circuit is
installed, an electrical permit is required. The dishwasher and disposal are to be on a separate circuit
from the two required counter top small appliance circuits.

HOME OCCUPATION/BUSINESS:

A permit is required for all home based businesses. Contact the Zoning Officer for permit details.
Home occupations shall be registered with the local tax authority.

HOUSE MOVE:

A permit is required for structures to be moved from, to or through Hanover Township. Planning and
coordination with multiple government entities and utility companies is required. Applicants should
contact the Building Department at least 30 days prior to the anticipated move.
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LP GAS TANK — RESIDENTIAL:

No permit is required with this exception: Permit is not required for a tank with less than 500-gallon
capacity (see Fire Code).

LAWN IRRIGATION SYSTEM:

A permit is required. Please submit specifications on the connection to the domestic water supply and
backflow prevention.

PAINTING, WALLPAPER, PANELING, WAINSCOTING:

No permit is required. Painting and wall finish does not require a permit. Commercial facilities,
elevators, corridors, stairway enclosures, etc., have specific flame spread requirements that are
regulated by the Building Code.

PATIOS:

A permit is required for patios on grade consisting of concrete, paving blocks or brick. (See also
Flatwork, Retaining Walls and Electrical.)

PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT:

No permit is required. However, equipment must be located within the 10-foot setback as required for
accessory structures.

PLUMBING FIXTURE INSTALLATION - REPAIR/REPLACEMENT:

No permit is required. Fixture replacement is considered repair/maintenance and, therefore, does not
require a permit. This would include sinks, lavatories, tubs, showers, valves, garbage disposals,
dishwashers, etc. A permit is required for installation or replacement of the building piping or drainage
system.

PLUMBING - SUMP PUMPS:

No permit required with these exceptions: Replacement of an existing pump does not require a permit.
New sump pumps require a dedicated GFCI electric circuit and a permit is required for new branch
circuits. Hanover Township does not permit sump pump connections to the sanitary sewer system.

PORCHES:

A permit is required to install, replace or enclose a deck or porch. Porches must be located within the
building setbacks. Please call the Zoning Department for specific information regarding a property.

PONDS/POOLS:

“Water features” — (Not for human submersion). Requires a zoning permit. Re-circulating equipment
requires an electrical permit.
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POOLS:

A permit is required. All swimming pools (inground, above ground and storable) and all spas and hot
tubs require a permit prior to installation. There are specific electrical and enclosure requirements for
spas and hot tubs. (See Swimming Pool/Spa Permits for additional information.)

RETAINING WALLS:

A zoning permit is required. Retaining walls require a site plan and must be located 10-feet from
property boundary line. Walls over 48 inches require engineered (sealed) design.

ROOFING - REPAIR/REPLACEMENT:

A zoning permit is required. The code has specific material and installation requirements for roofing
and re-roofing. A composition roof may be installed over wood shingles (not permitted over shakes).
No more than two layers of any type of covering may be placed on a roof.

SEWER LINE REPLACEMENT - EXTERIOR:

A permit is required for sewer line replacement. Hanover Township regulates the sewer line from the
exterior wall to the sewer main. Please contact the Zoning Department for applications, fees and
inspections.

SEPTIC TANK DEMOLITION AND CONNECTION TO PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEM:

A permit is required. Please contact the Zoning Department for permit, fees and inspections.

SIDING - REPLACEMENT/REPAIR:

A zoning permit is required. The building code contains requirements regarding siding applications and
flashing.

SIGNS AND BANNERS:

A permit is not required. Signs for contractors, sale of homes and yard sales may be placed on the
property for the duration of the event. The signs must be removed upon completion of the work, sale of
the house, or end of the yard sale.

SPAS AND HOT TUBS:

A permit is required. There are specific electrical and enclosure requirements for spas and hot tubs.
(See Swimming Pool/Spa Permits.)

SWIMMING POOLS:

A permit is required. All swimming pools (inground, above ground and storable) and all spas and hot
tubs require a permit prior to installation. There are specific electrical and enclosure requirements for
spas and hot tubs. (See Swimming Pool/Spa Permits. See also notes on Pools.)
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TREE HOUSES:

No permit is required. The Building Code or Zoning Ordinance does not address tree houses; therefore
a permit is not required. Electrical connections to tree houses are not permitted.

TOWERS - RADIO/COMMUNICATION:

A permit is required with these exceptions: Residential — permits required; engineering data to support
the design may be required.

WATER HEATER REPLACEMENT:

A permit is required. Many new furnaces and hot water heaters have venting systems that are fan-
assisted and are high efficiency. The existing venting system may not be adequately designed for the
new system.

WATER LINE REPLACEMENT - EXTERIOR:

A permit is required for domestic water line replacement. A permit is also required for the replacement
or repair of fire service mains serving private fire hydrants, fire suppression systems (sprinkler) or
standpipe systems.

YARD SALE AND YARD SALE SIGN:

A permit is required. One sign is allowed on the premises.
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HANOVER TOWNSHIP PARK SYSTEM

Municipal Tract (65.3 Acres) — 1

Municipal Tract is located on Jacksonville Road near the Township Administration Building
and Community Center. This park has two play structures, one for 3-5 year olds and one for
5-12 year olds, one set of swings, one saucer ride and a pavilion. The facility has two
softball/baseball fields, three multipurpose soccer/lacrosse/football fields, four tennis courts,
two outdoor basketball courts and one outdoor volleyball court. Located on the Municipal
Tract are the Hanover Township Community Center and the seasonal outdoor pool.

Birchwood Park (1.3 Acres) — 2

Birchwood Park is a passive recreational area located on Bluestone Drive in the Birchwood |
Development.

College Heights (1.0 Acres) — 3

College Heights is located on Wellesley Drive. This park has one slide, six swings, three
spring characters and one climbing structure.

Crawford Park (27.9 Acres) — 4

Crawford Park is located at the intersection of Crawford and Harriet Drives. This park has
two play structures, one for 3-5 year olds and one for 5-12 year olds, a concession stand with
restrooms and three multipurpose soccer/lacrosse/football fields.

Delta Manor (4.3 Acres) — 7

Delta Manor Park is located on Harmor Lane. This park has one slide, six swings and three
spring characters.

Hanover Ridge (2.6 Acres)

Hanover Ridge Park is located on Crofton Drive. Currently a passive open space area, which
has not been dedicated to the Township, this will connect to Delta Manor via a nature trail.

Macada North Park (4.3 Acres) — 8

Macada North Park is located on Blair Road. This park has one play structure and eight
swings.

Monocacy Park (8.5 Acres) — 9

Monocacy Park is located on Monocacy Drive in Hanover Crossing. This land has yet to be
turned over to the Township.
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Pharo Park (2.3 Acres) — 10

Pharo Park is located on Kim Street. This park includes one handball wall, one play structure
and six swings. The facility also has one baseball field, two tennis courts and one basketball
court.

Troxell Park (2.5 Acres) — 12
Troxell Park is located on Matts Drive. This park has two play structures, one for 3-5 year
olds and one for 5-12 year olds, six swings and three spring characters.

Village View (22.2 Acres) — 13
This park is located off Airport Road and Innovation Way. Currently this is a passive open
space area that will be developed in 2008.

Westgate Park (1.0 Acres) — 14
Westgate Park is located on Stonewood Drive. This park includes one play structure, four
swings, one-half of a basketball court and one pavilion.

The following Map identifies the Recreational Lands in the Township by the Corresponding
Numbers above.

16 www.hanovertwp-nc.org



